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CONFIRMATION

Sacraments of Initiation and appreciation of Initiation itself

Rather than just thinking of these Sacraments of Initiation separately it is best to think of the
initiation ‘process’ that takes place over many years. Initiation is a process of being
gradually incorporated into the gospel story of Jesus’ words and actions expressed in the life
of the Church and of penetrating more deeply into that life.

When Jesus was baptised he had an experience where the heavens were opened and the
Holy Spirit came upon him in the form of a dove and a voice from heaven said “This is my
beloved son, with whom I am well pleased’.

We are called to faith. Which faith? It is the faith of the early witnesses of Jesus who
collected memories of his life, his words and actions. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John invite
us to think and pray about what they encountered in Jesus 2000 years ago.
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We read of these experiences, we hear his words, we see his action in the four Gospels.
And the Spirit of our baptism directs us, encourages us, and enlightens us to live by the
wisdom that we see in Jesus. God communicates with us in the double communication of
Jesus and the Spirit. Baptism makes us a Christian, but it is not an instant thing like the
crude image ‘add water and stir and you have an instant Christian’. No, we grow more and
more in the Body of Christ by listening to the Gospel and by living its wisdom; we live a
sacramental life-style, becoming Jesus in the world today. There is a divine indwelling that
comes to us in these sacraments that we celebrate and nourish every Sunday at Eucharist.

Baptised into Christ we live in a community that interprets life for us according to the story
of Jesus; we imbibe his Spirit within family life, within education and formation in faith, by
listening to the word proclaimed and preached so that we live by his wisdom that leads us
all to be sisters and brothers of Jesus, children of the Father, together ministering God's
presence for the transformation of the world.
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Within this initiation process the sacrament of Confirmation confirms us in our baptismal
life, it endows us with the special strength of the Holy Spirit and it binds us to the church
community so that we see our gifts and talents as not just for ourselves but to serve the
community and our society. We leave our individualism behind and become ‘persons living
in relationship’ remembering that we are made in the image of God who is not a solitary
God but a Trinity of persons living in mutual, equal love.
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The sacrament of confirmation has as its action the Laying on of Hands and, especially the
Anointing with the Oil of Chrism. The Laying on of Hands is done in a general sense, not an
individual touching of heads, to emphasise that we are part of one another, a Pentecost
people sent with a mission. Our forehead is anointed with the Christ to make us ‘the Christ’,
a sharer in the divine nature of God in our body that is meant for communion with others
expressed soon after in the reception of Holy Communion.

The future of the Church as the Body of Christ is the future of the Spirit, a Spirit urging all to
become one in Christ to the glory of God the Father.
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